
Great Expectations Pre-Show Information 

Great Expectations is performed at Southwark Playhouse and the venue has step-
free access. Southwark Playhouse has two theatre spaces, The Large and The 
Little. Great Expectations is being performed in The Large. The Large Theatre is on 
the ground floor.  

This is what the outside of the theatre looks like. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is an accessible toilet.  There is step-free access into the main foyer and box 
office of Southwark Playhouse. Here is what the box office looks like:  



Great Expectations will have a relaxed performance on Monday 18th November, 
7.30pm  

Our relaxed performances mean you are free to move about, make noise and we 
have an open door policy where you can come and go as you please.  

There is a chill-out space available if you need a quiet moment. This is the chill 
out space.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Large is all the way at the end of the corridor. It seats about 200 people and 
has allocated seating. You will have a ticket for the Large and you will have a seat 
number on your ticket. 

There will be ushers on the door to show you what to do. They will ask for your 
ticket and then tear the stub off, and give the main part back to you. The Usher 
will guide you to your seat. 

 

You can find out more about Southwark Playhouse building before your visit by 
looking at their access page on the Southwark Playhouse website: https://
southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/your-visit/access-information/ 

If you have any questions or would like some more information please call 
Southwark Playhouse on 020 7407 0234 or email us at 
boxoffice@southwarkplayhouse.co.uk. 

https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/your-visit/access-information/


What to expect  
Great Expectations was a novel written by Charles Dickens in 1861. The writer Neil 
Bartlett, adapted the novel into a story for stage. The National Youth Theatre of 
Great Britain produced Great Expectations with Mumba Dodwell directing and 16 
actors.  
 
The National Youth Theatre provides opportunities for young people all across 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to get involved with theatre both on stage and 
behind the scenes.   

Number of performers  
These are the people who will be performing in Great Expectations and the people 
who will be on stage. They are a group of 16 actors who are called the REP 
Company. 

  



 
The Set: 

The show is in traverse, which means there will be audience members on both 
sides of the stage. There is a long raised platform in the centre of the stage. 
 
Performers will be entering and exiting from the corners of the room and also using 
the staircases within the seating banks.  Here is what the set up looks like 
featuring actors from the show:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At either end of the platform is a raised platform with scaffolding as pictured 
below. This is also part of the set and the actors will climb on it and perform from 
a higher level at points during the play.  

 
 
 



Running time  

The running time of the production is two hours and twenty minutes including an 
interval. The interval is a break between the first and second part of the show. 
Ushers will be available should you have any questions during this time. The 
interval is when many people are likely to use the toilets so you find a small 
queue. 

Lighting 

There is no strobe lighting featured in this show.  

There will be haze in this show as per the image below.  
The haze happens at these times during the show (minutes : seconds)  
ACT 1:13:00, 44:50, and ACT 2: 10:30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Violence  
 
Please see below moments of violence or mild threat which occur in the 
production. The numbers on the left are the times at which they happen in the 
production.   

Description Time 
(minutes: 
seconds)

Mrs Joe grabs Pip by the ear and pulls him across and drops him 
on the chair to which Pip’s ear hurts a little

ACT 1 08:00

Mrs Joe hits Pip with her cane on the side of the leg ACT 1 09:00

Magwitch and Compeyson (man with a scar) have a fight in the 
marshes. Magwitch has a knife on him and tries to hurt 
Compeyson. The guards get involved and pull them apart.

ACT 1 17:25

Mrs Joe hits Pip around the side of his head ACT 1 20:15

Estella slaps Pip, quiet hard ACT 1 30:50

Miss Havisham grabs Estella’s wrist and it makes Estella afraid 
to move.

ACT 1 34:00

Pip has a fight with another young man known as The Pale 
Young Gentleman. It’s a funny boxing match but the gentleman 
does get hurt.

ACT 1 35:15

Magwitch goes for Compeyson and tries to struggle him but 
they fall into the water.

ACT 2 47:00



Costume  

All of the actors will be wearing period costume which looks like the below. Period 
costume are clothes which the Costume Designer has designed, found and created 
for the performers to look like the clothes people would have typically worn during 
the time the story is set, more than 150 years ago..  

 
 

 

 
 
 

Production photos by Ali Wright   



Sound  
There are moments of raised voices, collective voices and shouting. Collective 
voice will feel like surround sound as the performers are on either side of the long 
platform when they are delivering their lines or sounds in chorus. Please see below 
our sonic map of the show which highlights the lows and highs of volume.  



To get a sense of the show you can watch the trailer here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VdkHSuDx8k  
 
If you have any questions or write to us at info@nyt.org.uk or on Twitter @NYTofGB 
You can also find the Southwark Playhouse visual story here:  

https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Visual-Story.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VdkHSuDx8k
https://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Visual-Story.pdf

